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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
Yr is characteristic of a true disciple 
to rejoice in the extensionof the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, be the instruments em- 
ployed who th ey may. “ Send by whom 
thou wiltsend,” only let thy name be glo- 
rified in the salvation of men, is the pray- 
er of all who duly appreciate the value 
of the soul, and know any thing of the 
worth of the Saviour. This being the 
case, the following Narrative will, we 
are sure, afiurd pleasure to many of our 
readers. It may pares be proper to 
ag se, that the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, (the highest 
Ecclesiastical Judicature in that Society,) 
meets anaually in Philadelphia. on ie 
third Thursday to May. Purine the 
sessions of this box ly. it is an established 
custom to set aparta day for the plu pose 
of holding a free conversation, as it is 
termed, on the state of relicion within 
the bounds of the Assembly. ‘The infor- 
mation im this way communicated, is ar- 
ranged iute a connected narrative, and 
published fur the advantage of the 
Churches. May God carry on his work 
of Grace until “ the heathen nations be 
given to his son for an inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for a pos- 
session !—Let all Christians reinember, 
that they are bound to “ pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem ;” and that they 
® whio love her, shall why osper.” 


AN ARRATIVE 


Of the state of Religion, within the bounds 

of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church; and of the General 
Associations of Connecticut, f, New. 
Hampshire, of Massachusetts 
and of the General Convention of Ver- 
moni, during the last year :— 


<> hd 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Of the Presbyterian Church inthe United 
States of America, 


In laying before their be:oved people 
as accurate an ac count as they could ob- 
tain, of the state of Religion intheir Con- 
greyations curing the year past, rejoice 
to have it in their power to announce that 
the gracious footsteps of the Lord have 
not ceased to be visible in the midst of 
them. From the reports submitted by 
the several Presby te ries, it appears, that 
although causes of dee ) he initiation ube 
doubted! y exist. true religion ¢ ud sound 
morals, are, on the whole, making a very 
gratifying progress. Infidelity has bee 
come ins itificanit, beth in the numbers 
and talents of those who aflectit. ‘Vices, 
hitherto domineering, have been, in many 
places, successfully encountered, by the 

efforts of the friends of Godliness. The 
destructive sin of intemperance, against 
which the zealous labours of the C hureh, 
and the infuence of all good citizens, 
have been of late, with peculiar energy, 
directed, does not exhibit itself to its for- 
merextent of atrocity and sham elessne: S. 
Order, harmony, pe ace, correct princi- 
ples. steadfastness in the faith. ministerial 
fidelity, and a decent and serious atten- 
tion to public worship and divine ordi- 
nances, on the part of the people, gene- 
rally prevail. Few, or none, of those 
dissentions have occurred which present 
a threatening aspect to the prosperity of 
Zion. No dangerous, or even import: ang 
errour is apprehended to exist. The 
Missionary hi as carried the gospel to des- 
titute thousands, breaking to them the 
bread of life, and refr eshing them in the 
wilderness with the waters of eterna! con- 
solation. New congregations have been 
formed in various parts of our seuntry. 
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In some distant sections of our ecclesi- 
astical community, where the stated 
means of grece have mot hitherto been 
enjoyed, there is a prospect of a nune- 
rous and speedy accessiou of ministers. 
The additions to the communions are, in 
many congregations, very laree: in al- 
most all considerable ; and of these. the 
Assembly are happy to be informed by 
several of their Southern Presbyteries, 
are nuinbers of the African race, he 
Assembly, desirous of improving the op- 
portunity which this information afford: 


them, claim the reheious attention of 


their Ministers and Eiders to this class 
of people, whose immortal concerns are 
‘too apt to be neglected by those very per- 
sons for whose ease and ailfluence they 


toil. 


Revivals, to a greater or less extent, 
have occurred in variows portions of our 
Church. In the towns of Rahway and 
Woodbridge,in the Preshytery of Jersey, 
wunusuaily great additions have been made 
to the communion: a very lively interest 
has been excited with reference to eter- 
na! cancerns, and much done towards 

romotine the Redeemer’s Cause. This 
is the more worthy of notice inasmuch as 
a lamentable indiference is known pre- 
viously to have existed in those towns.— 
A revival of importance has oceurred in 
the Second Congregation of Wilmineton, 
in the Presbytery of Newcastle: a fact 
connected with which, the Assembly 
deem it proper to mention, for the en- 
couragement of their people :—There 
had been a society for prayer, whose 
meetings began to be neglected to such a 
degree as to threaten its dissolution. Its 
discouraged friends taiked of this as an 
event near at haud. ‘Through the re- 
straining providence of God, however, it 
was not dissolved. Circumstauces soon 
eceurr@4, which, under the adiministrati- 
on of the Spirit, renewed the face of the 
congregatio © 5 and ina few short months, 
instead of a single society, wasted and 
feeble, and about to expire, arose four 
pocieties, “ fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord ;” “ quickened to call upon his 
name :” wrestling fike Jacob for his 
blessing, and like Israel pi evailing to ob- 
tain it. True was the expression of the 


krother relating this fact. “the darkest 
hour is that nearest day-light.” 





it were to be wished that the Assem- 
bly could perceive, in a more general 
amelioration of manners and habits. that 
improvement of the dispeusations ef Al- 
mighty God which he expects and man- 
kind ave obligated to exhibit. “The judg- 
nents of Pestilence and War have carri- 
ed their desolations over a large portion 
of our Jands: wringine the wicow’s heart, 
aid dimming the eye of the fatherless — 
Jnfelicities ot a diversified character have 
followed in their train. Reversed fore 
tunes, and defeated hupes, have net been 
wanting to tell men that * they Luild teo 
iow, who buiid beneath the sizes.” But 
men do not know ; neither will they con- 
sider. ‘The effects of these judgments 
have been diflerent on minds of two op- 
posite classes. Nor will it be a matter 
of surprize toany who are acquainted, on 


; 


the one hand, with the workings of the 


grie.ous principle, or apprized, on the 
other, of the force of depravity and the 
callousness of the heart. to learn that 
while the real christian has been confirm- 
ed and made better by the visitations of 
God, the alien from the Commonwealth 
of israel, the inan of earth. the unbeliev- 
ing servant of the corruption which is in 
the world through lust, has regarded 
them with widiffterence, or barred the 
avenues of sensibility against the admis- 
sion of their monitory call. Hence, to 
the pleasing representation of things gi- 
ven above, the Assembly are constrained 
to acknowledge some unhappy excepti- 
ons. Intemperance, although it should 
seem on the decline. still disheures the 
moralaspect of sectety. in teo many 
parts of our country, the violation of the 
christian Sabbath calls as loudly upon the 
believer to oppose to it his influence, his 
admonition, and his prayers, as ii nothing 
had yet been done. ‘The rancorous hos- 
tility of political party preys upon do- 
mestic and social peace, and indisposes 
men to admit the kindly influences of re- 
ligious love. The spirit of the world 
strugeles successhilly for dominion— 
And ina word, many humbling facts pre- 
sent themselves to urge pious people to 
the Throne of Grace that they may sup- 
plicate'a more copious effusion of the en- 
liveming and converting spirit. 

‘The reports made by the Delegates 
from the General Associations of Connec- 
ticut, New-Hampshire, and Massachu- 
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awits froper, and the General Conven- 
tion of Ver mont, adurd very exhilaranin 
ntellicence 3 resembling, in its prom 
nent features, tha! submitted by the Pres- 
hyteries. In ¢ onnectitut end Massa- 
chusetts Proper, revivals of magnitude 
meet the enquiries of the Assemiily and 
establish the Lord’s claim to the yrati- 
tude of his belicving people. In the first 
mentioned of these ‘associati ons, the most 
laudable exertions are made: towards the 
furthe sracce of foreign missions. From 
the other, the Assembly are pleas ed to 
lei wn that certain errors of a pee nicious 
sharacter, infesting that district of coun- 
try fora ng ry thine, have ceased to ad- 
vance. if they have not been driven back 
from their th ireatening posit: On. Young 
Ministers, sound in the faith, have been 
setiled of late in many congregations 
esteemed hithe srto to be disinclined tow- 
ards correct pris vew-Hamp- 
shire and Vermont, also, have been par- 
tially vis sited ; ; the former, more especi- 
ally in the town of Have ap the inhabi- 
tants of which ha * long been without a 
settled Minister, and care ‘less of possess- 
ing the privileges and ordinances of the 
Gospel. 
The Assembly would do injustice to 
the subject, were they not to advert more 
particularly for the i: astruction and coun- 
selling of their Churches, to certain facts 
“and circumstances which they consider 
as instruments and ‘evidences of a pro- 
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ant Ip les. 


gressive work of grace extending itself 


through the past vear. 

The social principle is mighty in its 
operations. It constitutes a powerful 
law of our nature. When sanctified by 
Religion. and consecrated to the imme- 
diate service of God, what resuits of high 
import and holy advantage, may not be 
expected from it P G row il 4 out of this 
principle, a muliitude of as ss0cit itions of 
a piotsand benevolentnature have spread 
themselves through the Churches under 
the Assembly’s care, as well as thoce 
with which we ave in ecclesiastical con- 
nection in the Eastern States. The 
practice of uniting the talents, influence 
and resources of individua!s, by these 
hallowed bonds, and for these religious, 
moral, and charitable purposes, is not no- 
vel. it has been more than once before 
this announced to exist among our peo- 
ple. But it would seem that at no for- 
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mer period has it been pursued wicu such 
virour, extension, and § SUCCESS, as er 
ly. The spirit in which it originated 
more actively at werk than e vers and dif. 
fuses itself far and wide. Christian wo- 
men—the mothers and the sisters in 
[srael—the dauviters of Jerusalem— 
mingling with the softest sensibilities of 
Race the holier refinements of a graci- 
ous heart—minister of their substance to 
the ford Jesus—serve him by serving 
his poor—and rival, where they do not 
surpass, their brethren in instituting and 
maintaining societies promotive of the in- 
terests of his Divine Reliion. lt would 
be diffeult to number the associations of 
these virtuous and praise worthy women 
formed, some, for contributing to the ed- 
ucation of poor and pious youth for the 
office of the Tlo!y Ministry; others, for 
the distribution of Bibles: others, for in- 
structing the ignerant of adult age to 
read, in order that the word of God may 
be broucht nigh unto thems and others, 
again, for supplying the pressing wants 
and alleviating the bodily diseases of the 
indigent suftere re 
To the benefits derived from those ine« 
stitutions which have been denominated 
moral associations, the Assembly bear 
their willing testimony. Abundant evi- 
dence has been furnished of their success 
in repressing audacious vice and produ- 
cing a a degree, at least, of external refor- 
mation. Sobriety has obviously been 
promoted by them: and, rigidly discoun- 
tenanced by them, profaneness has g grown 
into disrepute. 
Bible Sucieties, forming a most i impor- 

tant feature of the religious character of 
the times,are multiplying daily. Scarce- 
ly can there be discov ered any conside- 
rable portion of settled country in these 
states where sume association of this kind 
is not either organized or about to be 
organized, Words are wanting to ex- 
press the inestimable value of these £0- 
cieties, which, by putting the book of life 
into the hands of the needy, enrich them 
with heavenly treasures; and which, 
embodying, so to speak, the zeal of all 

christian denominations, and knitting to 
each other persons, who, however they 
may differ on many points of greater or 
of minor importance, agree in affirming 
the word of Ged to be the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice, neutralize the 
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asperity of the bigot aud the seciarian, 
and reconcile the concending members 


of the same great brotherhood. ‘The 
tendency of Bible Socicties to produce 
this auspicious result is not now a mat- 
ter of experiment; facts have ascertain- 
ed it. 

Justice, and the praise dueio persever- 
ing prety, forbid the Assembly to pass 
unnoticed the continued labors et one 

articular Institution, viz: The Evange- 
Fical Society of Philadelphia ior the in- 
struction of poor children; the members 
of which have, during the past year, hail 
under their care about one thousand clnl- 
dren of this description. Siore than one 
of these have proved to be little brands 
picked from the burning, and have ma- 
nifested, in death, the blessed fruits of 
that sacred symnathy which brought them 
out of darkness wito light, and from the 

ower of Satan into the glérious hbeity 
of the children of God. 


Praving Societies consiitnte another 
particular, worthy of observation m de- 
tailing the religious character of the past 
year. Not that their origin is ef a date 
thus modern. “They have long subsisted 
in certain parts of eur church. But of 
late years they have been muitiplted :-- 
and since the narrative rendered by the 
last Assembly, their number has been 
very considerably augmented, and their 
influence in quickening the zeal of the 
pious, and converting those that are 
without, singularly attested. For all 
« the spiritual blessings which are in hea- 
venly” things and places “ in Christ Je- 
sus,” God will be enquired of. Wher- 
ever two or three are gathered together 
in the name of Christ. they have his pro- 
mise that he will be with them; and never 
is the Holy Spirit refused to those who 
with contrite wad and humble faith, 
implore his fellowship. Christian love 
is escited and cherished, and a recipro- 
city of encouraging and fortifying mo- 
tives created, by what the Assembly may 
be permitted to call, a common consci- 
ousness of common wants, desires, and 
weaknesses. IHfeart springs to heart.— 
A full tide of mingled affection sets in 
towards Him from whom cometh dewn 
every good and every perfect gift. « The 
Kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence ; 
and the violent teke it by foree.” , 
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“death unto hfe. 
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Tie Assembly have reserved for the 
conclusion of their narrative some parti- 
culars of imformation at once hichly in- 
vortant and uncommonly gratifying.— 

‘hey relate to the revivals with which 
it has pleased God to favor several of the 
most distinguished Seminaries of Learn- 
ing in the United States of America: in- 
distinct intimations of whieh. it is no: 
doubted, many of their people have re- 
ceived, 


Divine tnpressions have been made 
upon the minds of a wuaber of the yout! 
of Hampden Sydney College, within the 
hounds of the Pres.ytery of Hanover.— 
fn several of ihe stilton is of these iin 
pressions, it is believed, a saving change 
has been elected: : 
is visible im stampinr a religious sulem- 
nify on the face of the Lnstitution cene- 
rally. ne 


While thetr tnflvence 


Dartinouth Colleve. in New-Hamp- 
shire, has been favored with jively to. ens 
of the Divine presence. Wifhinthe space 
of avery few weeks, many of its youth 
have been renewed in the spirit of their 
minds, and have returned unto the Lord 
their rest. Many imore have been erci- 
ted to seriovs reflection, And, of one 
hundred and forty students, but one, it 
is stated, remains unimpressed 5 while, 
at the same time. a number of the youne- 
evr inhabitants of the town in which the 
colleve is situajed, share the precious cf- 
fusion. 


Passing on from this Institution, to 
Middlebury College, in Vermont, the 
Assembly behold, here also, the foot- 
steps of the reviving spirit. A number 
of the vouth of Middlebury have become 
serious christians—trees of righteous- 
ness, the planting of the Lord—that he 
may be glorified. | 

Retracing their steps, the Assembly 
find their attention called to operations 
of ereater extent, in Yale College, Con- 
necticut. Inthe progress of God's gra- 
cious visit to this seat of learning. “ the 
whole college.” to use the emphatical 
description of the delegate reporting on 
the subject, “ was shaken as the trees of 
a wood are shaken by a mighty wind.” 
«“ As many as fifty,” he states, “ have 
given evidence of having passed from 
A considerable number 
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of these beiong to Vinernra, and the 
staics farther south.” 


« The ways of the Lord are right?— 


they are w ise—they are holy—th« y ure 
gracions——they are admyrables~-—and 
+ sought out of all them that have plea- 


sure therein.”? Intelligence of the ite- 
resting scenes which were taking place 
at Princeton, is sai! to have been one 
important means of quick enjne the chureh 
to pi rayer and religious cony ersation pre- 
vious to any fav orable appearances in 
Yale college. 


The Assembly, therefore, retuming 
towards the centre of their ecclesiastic: al 
concerns, recognize with vratitude God's 
gracious work in the college of New- 
Jersey. From the report of the Presi- 
went of this Seminary, to the Board of 
“Vrustees, which report has been read to 
the Assembly, it is learnt that * a majo- 
rity of the “students now in the col; eve 
may be viewed as hopetuily pious : ad and 
that “a large proportion of the residue 
appear to possess: much tenderness of 
conscience, and show a yery desirable 
regard to religious duties and obligati- 
ons.” Among the causes which have 
been made efiective of this blessed revo- 
lution in the spiritual state of Nassau 
Hall, three have been presented, which 
the Assembly deem it useful to mention ; 
and simply to mention, for the sake, 
especially, of such of their people as may 
be concerned in the care of our precious 
youth :—Ist. The study of the Holy 
Scriptures : : acc ompanied with comments 
on the portion read, and a practical ap- 

lication of the leading truths contained 
in it. 2d. Moral discipline, 1 ‘igorousl y 
and vigilantly maintained. Sd. The 
few pious youth who were members of 
college before the revival, as a leaven 
leavening the whole mass. The s subjects 
of this revival are of a div ersity of reli- 
gious denominations, great care having 
been used to avoid both an excluding 
and a proselyting spirit. It has occasi- 
oned no remission of the ordinar y pur- 
suits of literature and science, baton the 
contrary, has had a friendly bearingupon 
them. ‘No influence from the quarter of 
authority has been introduced to force 
any of the youth into a participation of 
the extraoidinary exercises which took 
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nlace. But the Asaeml bly forbear to en- 


i 
large. 
it is scarcely possible to light upon 
subjects of more deep and lively interest 
to the soul that sincerely loves the Re- 
deemer and his cause, than the scenes 
Which Lave now passed in review betore 
the churches. ‘Lhe streneth and wealth 
of the kingdom of Christ on earth are 
foundin its youth of promise. Ii .: then 
are atleast a hundred aud thirty young 
christians, to be sentabroad into the wor id 
trom the bosom of sanctified science, 
to go forth to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty. Here are tie hopes of Zion 
bred in the nurseries of lear ning aid of 
piety. ** Here is a verification of the 
oracle, * “the ‘hildre “i of thy servants 
shall continue, and their seed shall be es- 
tablished before thee.’ And here are 
the fountains whose streams confluent, 
and yet pellucid, smooth, and noiseless, 
inake glad the city of our God, May 
the propitious influence of these revivals 
extend with rapidity to every Seminary 
in the Repub lic that the scnools of the 
prophets inay never cease to be fed frou 
the halls of sctence and the liberal arts: 


In the view of all the facts and details 
which have been related, the Assembly 
ofier their: congratulations to the friends 
of Zion and to those who have prayed for 
the peace of Jerusalem. * God is in the 
midst of her; she shall not be moved ~ 
God shall help her, and that right early.” 

“ God is Known in her palaces for a re- 

fuge.” * According to thy name,O God, 

80 is thy praise unto the ends of the 
earth 5 thy right hand is full of righteous- 
ness. ood Mount Zion rejoice, let the 
daughters of Judah be glad, because of 
thy judg rid. Walk about Zion, and 
ran round about her; tell the towers 
thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, 
consider her palac es; that ye may tell 
it to the generation following. For this 
God is our God forever and ever; he 
will be our guide even unto death.” 


Published by order of the General As- 
sembly, 


Attest, 
JACOB J. JANEWAY, 
Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1815. 
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the Gosnel ; or such as an unconveried 
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MON WY POSECSS, 
tain.’ after experizicinge the regeiie- 
of the Holy Spirii, 
‘lustruted by an ir a cele. 
brat l scholur 
Dr. D——- was a man of strong mind 
and extensive readine: of an amiable 
disposition and ais d manners. He 
had nearly finisied his course of studies 
m the University of Groningen, and had 
obtained the devree of Doctor of Philo- 
Bones » & grade in beanie? 4 honours con- 
erred by s some (1 rsities on the con- 
tine nt of Europe. oe had published a 
Le ne atise in Latin, de Systemate Leioniti- 
wino, de vera tiracult \Votione, et de Spe- 
ciakt Doi Providentia, which established 
his reputation as a scholar of the first 
rank. As he hac devoted himself to the 
stutly of theology, he left Groningen in 
the year 1707, and came to Utreci. 
where the most ean professor in 
theology. at that time, drew students to 
attend lis lectures ion every quarter. 
Pre D. professed a deep reverence for 
the Chistian religion. fe had studied 
the doctrines, was thoroughly established 
te the arguinents by which they 
tained and defended. and had determin- 
el soon toenter into the ministry 
But with all his le nine at ¥ decent p ro- 
fession, he was a stranyer fo the saving 
patluence of divine grace ; and bad never 
net enced ge onverting power of the 
trut ly upon his own heart. He was sa- 
msfied with a speculative knowledge, and 
supposed nothing more was necessary to 
fit him for the ministry, or render him 
safe, as it respected his own peace and 
happiness. 


and that which is at- 


ratiny influences 
cdole o 


are SUuS- 


A friend. who was in habits of intima- 
ev with him, calling one morning to see 
him, observed a pensive air and an unu- 
sual seriousness, mixed with distress in 
his co! intenance, which prompted an im- 
mediate enquiry respecting the cause of 


bis disquietude. Without the least re- 


serve he communicated the state of hic 
mind, and the occasion wiuch had pro- 
duced it. 

The prec ceding evening he had receiv- 
eda letter which informed him of the 
death of an excellent man, the Key. Dr. 
N——-. whom he gr eatly loved, ae with 
whom he had liv ed in the strictest bonds 
of friendship from early youth. Op- 
press ed with gvief, he first felt the pangs 
witeh such an event is calculated to ex- 
cite. Jut the sensibility of nature soon 

gave place toother reflections, and arous- 
ed anxieties’ and feelings ol a different 
kind. ‘The death of his friend introdu- 
ced his own death to view. He realized 
the possibility of being also cut down 
suddenly in the prime of life. Kternity, 
with all jts solemn importance and col- 
sequences, limpressed his soul: then, for 
the my time in his life, he was convin- 
ced of his misery. He then saw aud fclt 
that he was a guilty and depray ‘ed sin- 
ner, that he had no resources in himself, 
no righteousness of his own. Aloresid 
and distressed, he had passed the night 
with conflicting passions, ‘and sought con- 
solation in vain, from all he knew of the 
He had now become as calm as, 
uuder such impressions, it is perhaps pos- 
sible to be, and appeared to be sincerely 
desirous of instruction. * Tell me,’ 
said he, with great eagerness, “ tell me 
where and how a wounded and accusing 
conuseience can find peace ? P what must | 
do to be saved ?”°—After some observa- 
tions which were judged applicable to 
his present exercises, his friend referred 
him to the precious atonement of the di- 
vine Redeemer, and the imputation of 
his pertect righteousness, by which the 
ereatest of sinners who believe in Jesus, 
are justified. But of this, added his 
friend, you need no information; you 
are intimately acquainted with the doc- 
trines of the “Gospel. “It is true,” he 
replied, “it is true, I am acquainted 
with those doctrines. I have studied 


vospel, 
POS] 


them, I understand them individually, 


and in their connexion, and can explai n 
them to others, and defend them against 
adversaries. But my knowledge is mere- 
ly speculative. T have only viewed them 
in theory as perfect and divine; but ne- 
ver applied them to myself. I know not 
how to repent, or how to believe. I know 
ne more how to approach a throne of 
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tard tree, on which he clambered, 
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grace as a condemned sinner, or with 
wh at exercises, and in what way to come 
te Jesus, than the mos st ignorant creature 
on earth. Sit down,” added he, “and 
instruct me.” 

An instance so striking and pointed 
se'dom Occurs, where 4 “man of ore ‘at 
‘earning and information even in the 
truths of religion, was laid as low at the 
footstool of sovereign grace, as the most 
ignorant sinner; and where the differ- 
ence between speculative and experimen- 
tal knowledge 1s so clearly display ed.—- 
It need only be added, that it pleased 
the Lordto direct this humble convert. 
and bring him through faith in Jesus, to 
yoy and peace in believing. He became 
some time afterwards a minister, was 
settled in the church, and as lii¢hly re- 
spected for his piety and usefulness, as 
he was before for his erudition. He is 
probably still living, and bearing testi- 
moay from his own experience, to the 
necessity of obtaining a new heart and 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit to salva- 
tion. 

The writer of this anecdote is himself 
the friend alluded to above. He has a 
perfect recollection of the affecting in- 
terview, and can vouch for the truth of 
this little narrative. 

‘ _—? +eu-— 
ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE. 
Marr. xviii. 31, 32. 

The kingdom of Heaven, in this pas- 
sage, is likened to a grain of mustard 
seed; which we are told is the smallest of 
seeds; yet riseth up, is greater than all 
herbs, and becometh a er The mus- 
tard of our country is very far from an- 
swering this description. But there is 
in the Kast a species to which, no doubt, 
it alludes. It is ealled by Linneeus 
Sinapi Erucoides. Its branches are real 
wood, as appears from a specimen in the 
collection of Sir Joseph Banks. ‘This 
tree may well afford shelter and shade 
to birds—We are told in the Talmud of 
Jerusalem, that “ there was in Sichia 
mustard tree which had three branches, 
one of which being cut down, served to 
cover the hovel of a ’ 
three cabs of seed.” The Rabbi Sime- 
on, son of Chalaphtah, assures us “ that 
he had in his garden a shoot of the mus- 
as on 


2 fig tree.” We way learn from this 


otter: and yielded’ 


wo 
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that we ribald not judge of Eastern ve- 
getables by those that are familiar to our- 
St ‘Ives. : 

Difficulties in the interpretation of 
Scripture, and even objections against 
its truth often arise from our ienorance. 
We are naturally vein and self-sufficient, 
and very much inclined to think that a 
statement cannot be correct, a doctrines 
cannot be true, because me da not wow 
how itis so. ‘Phat conciusions of this 
sort are rash and presumptuous, every 
sober reasoner very well knows. Bu 
besides this, it so often has happened 
thata new discovery, or a more particu- 
lar examimation of a 
has totally put down .an objection, er 
solved a dirificnity, that men oueht to be 
very cautious how ihey re asoiy in tite 
way against the Bible. Here is an ex- 
ample—-Luke, in the sixteenth chapter 
of the \cts of the Apostle 3. mentions 
that Philippi was a“ Roman Colony.” — 

Of this fact, however. no notice is takea 
by ancient histerians,in anyaccount now 
extant,of the Roman Empire. ‘This st- 
lence of historians puzzled the Crilies, 
and afforded what was called an arva 
ment to imfidels. © Every schoot-bey 
it was urged, “that Philinm was 
oppos ed to the interes t ee the imperial 
family, having taken sides w i Brutus 
and Cassius in the last strngele for the 
liberty of Rome; it had little reason, 
therefore, to expect such a privilege as 
that of being made a Roman Colony— 
For this reason many learned men, 
(this is the usual style.) have thought 
that the inspired writer was, in this re- 
spect, misinformed.” Providence, how- 
ever, has been pleased to bring to light 
some ancient coins, on which the cha- 
racter given to Philippi by St. Luke is 
recognized: One,in particular, expressly 
records that Julius Ceesar himself bestow~ 
éd the dignity and advantages of a cole- 
ny on that city. Thus, then, by the ve- 
ry best spec ies of historical evidence, is 
the account given by the sacred histor- 
an, fully contirmed.—! See Fraxrments 
illustrating Scripture, by the learned E- 
ditor of Caimet’s ees 
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Select Sentence.—A Mevent man pray- 
ing only for happiness. without praying 
for holiness, is a chacacter yet unheard of. 
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RLOQUENT EXTRACT 
FRON #ISHOP SHERLOCK, 
“ Go to your natural religion ; lay be- 
fore her Mahomet and his Apostles, ar- 
rayed in armour and in blood, rioting in 
tr lumph over the spoils of thousands, 
and ten thousands, who fell by bis victo- 
rious sword: shew her the cities which 
he ravaged and destroyed, and the mise- 
rable distress of all the inhabitants of 
the earth! When she has viewed hiin 
in this scene, carry her into his retire- 
ments; shew her the prophet’s chamber, 
his cnncubines and his wives; let her 
see his adultery, and hear him allege 
rey elation and his divine comnussion, to 
justify his lust -and oppression. When 
Atty is tired of this prespect, show her the 
blessed Jesus, nie and meek, pati- 
ently instructing th e ignorant and the 
perverse 3 let her see liim in his most re- 
tired privacies ; let her follow him to the 
Mount and hear his devotions and sup 
plications to God: carry her to his table 
to view his poor fare, and hear his hea- 
venly discourse : let her see him injured 
but not provoked ; let her attend him to 
the tribunal, and consider the patience 
with which he endured the scoffs and 
reproaches of his enemies; lead her to 
his cross, and let her view him in the 
agony of death, and hear his last praver 
forhis persecutors—Father forgive them, 
or they know not what they do !—When 
natural religion has view ed both, ask 
Which is the Prophet of God? But 
her answer we have already, when she 
saw part of this scene thr ough the eves of 
the Centurion who attended at the cross: 
by him she spoke, and said, Truly this 
man was the son of God.” 
_——. + oo 
Iw our last No. we published a pastoral 

address from the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church on the due ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. As we consi- 
der this a matter of very great impor- 
tance, and as, according to the old max- 
im, example operates more powerfully 
than precept, we here set before our rea- 
ders the example of no less aman than 
Judge Hale, who thus speaks of the Sab- 
bath : “ Ihave. by long and sound expe- 
rience, found that the due observance of 
thisday, and of the duties of it, have been 
of singular comfort and advantage to 
me, The ebservance of this day hath 


ever had joined to ita blessing on the 
rest of my time; and the week that hath 
been so begun “hath been blessed aid 
prosperous to me; and on the other side, 
when I have been negligent of the duties 
of this day, the rest of the week has been 
unsuccessful and u nhappy to my 0% 
secular employments: so that T coul 
easily make an estimate of my successcs 
the week following, by the manner of my 
ene rthis day: nd this I do not write 
ightly or inconsid: reitedy, butupow along 
and sound observation and ex perience. $ 
Anotiner example may be ‘added to 
this :—— It is related of’ the pious and 
learned Mr. Gouge, that as he forbore 
providing suppers on the eve before the 
Sabbath, “that serv ants might not be kept 
up tovlate; so he would never suffer 
any serv ant to tarry at home to dress any 
meat on the Lord’s Day, for any friends, 
whether they were mean or reat, few or 
many.” Mr. Gor ige, of course, did not 
find it nece sssary to ¢o to market on the 
Sabbath. Let Christians among us look 
to this matter. Many things done > by us 
ave called works of necessity, which 
are made necessary only by siiipieed 
appetite and self-indulyence. 
wat, > 2): | 
HYMN ON LUKE i 
Asasn’p be all the boast has. 
Be hoary learning dumb! 
Expounder of the mystic pages 
Behold an Infant come! 


Wik 
1d 


Oh, Wisdom! whose coequal power 
Before the Almighty stood, 

To frame in Nature’s earliest ! hours 
The land, the sky, the flood 3 


Yet didst thou not disdain awhile 
An infant form to wear 

To bless thy mother with a asmile, 
And lisp thy falter’d prayer : 


But, in thy father’s own abode, 
With Israel’s elders round, 

In converse high with Israel’s God, 
Thy chiefest joy was found. 

So may our youth adore thy name! 
And, Teacher, deign to bless 

With fostering grace ‘the timid flame 


Of early holiness. 
[ Christian Observer.) 
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